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Dear Art Teachers:







October 3, 2011

This letter is to invite you to join the Connecticut State Department of Education and partners in other states to contribute to one of our nation’s most important arts education initiatives: the piloting of common art assessments that will measure student success effectively in core areas of the art curriculum. These standards-based units with performance tasks are designed to improve student learning at both the district and school levels. The project has begun to make a significant impact, as teachers in Connecticut and across the nation have begun to use the assessments we have developed.

Developing a cadre of knowledgeable teachers and district faculty will be essential to the success of this project. Piloters will function as teacher leaders in their own district and, if they are interested, present the units/assessments to colleagues in other districts at workshops or conferences. Training will therefore be a critical factor in the successful implementation of these assessments. Participating in this project should not only deepen your understanding of assessment, but also enable you to assist others who would like to implement these assessments in their school districts in the future.

Each common assessment is in the form of a well-designed unit, including enduring understandings/big ideas, essential questions, suggested instructional strategies, and scoring scales (rubrics, etc.). Teachers who have participated in this project have often commented that it is the best professional development they have ever had. Participants can ask their districts to award “CEU equivalents” for their participation.
For the next phase of this project, we are seeking art teachers and district-wide art administrators who are interested in quality art teaching and assessment. You will have the opportunity to work collaboratively with other colleagues to pilot, score, and choose “benchmarks” (anchor sets) for two exciting draft assessments (for more details see the web links on the attached Links and Resource sheet):

· Grade 5 3-D: Carving a Narrative in Pottery
· Grade 8 Digital Media: Narrative Collage
We are pleased that teachers from Massachusetts will also be participating alongside us this year, helping with the development of new tasks as well as implementing our existing tasks. This will help us disseminate our existing tasks and provide valuable insights for our work.

To participate in this project, teachers must first obtain administrative permission from their Principal, Art Supervisor, and/or Curriculum Director/Assistant Superintendent. They will need to attend three all-day professional development sessions during the school, and be willing to pilot and score assessments in their classes. Also make sure that you either already have or can obtain permission to purchase the necessary materials (prints, clay, glazes, kiln, access to computers with Adobe Elements or Photoshop installed, etc.).

A registration form to confirm your interest and approval to participate is attached, and should be completed and forwarded to the address or fax number provided by Tuesday, October 18. Additional materials can be attached to this form if needed

If you may be interested in working on a unit, but have questions, please e-mail Gail Edmonds or Scott Shuler.

Thank you for considering participation in this important project. Your support will be critical to its final success.

Sincerely,

	Gail Edmonds

Art Assessment Chair

gpedmonds@yahoo.com  
	Scott c. Shuler

CSDE Arts Education Consultant

scott.shuler@ct.gov 




Connecticut Common Art Assessment Initiative: Registration

Thank you for your interest in this project. After reviewing the attached materials, please discuss your participation with the administrator – principal, art supervisor, or assistant superintendent – who has the authority to grant you permission and support to participate. You will then need to complete this form and return it to Angela Berry (Scott Shuler’s secretary), whose address is listed below, by Tuesday, November 2nd.
Name________________________________________________

Title: ___________________________________ Grades:  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12     (circle all that apply)
School: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Phone: _____________________________

E-mail: ___________________________________   

Why are you interested in participating in this project? (check all that apply)

· I have a leadership role in my district.

· I have experience designing classroom assessment strategies.

· I have attended summer institutes or programs related to curriculum design and assessment.

· I have a strong interest in improving art instruction in our school district.

· I want to make a contribution to the advancement of arts education in Connecticut and nationally

· Other _________________________________________________________

I have been trained in and/or have expertise in (check all that apply):

____ Clay (coil, wheel, glazes, etc.)

____ Adobe Photoshop or Elements software

By signing this form I am confirming my interest in participating in this project.  I have discussed this with the appropriate administrator in my school district and have her/his support to participate on the dates listed on the next page, as evidenced by the signature below.

________________________________________ Art Teacher Signature

________________________________________ School Administrator,   Title _________________________

If you have further questions regarding the Common Art Assessment Initiative, you may contact CSDE Arts Consultant Scott Shuler by e-mail at scott

HYPERLINK "mailto:scott.shuler@ct.gov".
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Mail:
Attn: Angela Berry 




Fax: 860-713-7023

Connecticut State Department of Education

angela

HYPERLINK "mailto:angela.berry@ct.gov".
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165 Capitol Avenue – Room 227


Hartford, CT  06106


Phone: (860) 713-6704

Common Art Assessment Meetings 2011-2012
	Grade 5 -- Carving a Narrative in Pottery

	
Content

	Meeting Dates & Times

	Preparation for piloting
· Review tasks, including changes from last year’s pilot version;

· review draft student work benchmarks and scoring procedures; and practice scoring student work.
	Friday, November 18
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.



	Benchmark Student Work (Day 1)
· Discuss and rescore student work

· Select benchmark (exemplary) work 

· Refine tasks to final form


	Wednesday, May 9
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.



	Benchmark Student Work and Finalize Task revisions (Day 2)
· Discuss and rescore student work

· Select benchmark (exemplary) work 

· Refine tasks to final form


	Tuesday, May 22
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.




Location:
Connecticut Department of Higher Education (DHE)
Located at 61 Woodland Street. (SW corner of Woodland St. and Asylum Ave.) in Hartford.

Meetings will take place in basement room B-39.

Visitors must show picture I.D. to get a visitor tag.

For directions and phone number see: www

HYPERLINK "http://www.ctdhe.org/about/directions.htm".
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	Grade 8 -- Digital Media: Narrative Collage 

	Content
	Meeting Dates & Times

	Preparation for piloting
· Review tasks, including changes from last year’s pilot version;
· Review draft student work benchmarks and scoring procedures; and practice scoring student work.
	Tuesday, November 15
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.



	Benchmark Student Work (Day 1)
· Discuss and rescore student work

· Select benchmark (exemplary) work 

· Refine tasks to final form


	Tuesday, May 8
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.



	Benchmark Student Work and Finalize Task revisions (Day 2)
· Discuss and rescore student work

· Select benchmark (exemplary) work 

· Refine tasks to final form


	Wednesday, May 30
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.




Location:
Rocky Hill High School (RHHS)
Located at 50 Chapin Avenue in Rocky Hill (near exit 24 off I-91).

Meetings will take place in room 315, the library computer lab.

Visitors must stop in office to get a visitor name tag.
For directions and phone number see: http://rockyhillps.com/RHPS/directions_RHPS.htm#High .
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