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Why Our Schools Need the Arts is an inspiring book that leads the way to a new kind of 
advocacy— one that stops justifying the arts as useful to learning other subjects, and argues 
instead for the powerful lessons that the arts, like no other subject, teach our kids. The book 
discusses what the arts uniquely provide to students, includes useful resources for advocates, and 
weaves personal narrative throughout to bring the topic to life. 
 
To order the publication, please fill out the form below and send it with a check for $21.95 per 
copy made out to "Arts|Learning" to the address below. Payment includes $18.95/book and 
$3.00/shipping & handling. For more information contact A|L; call (508) 650-5044, or send e-
mail to info@artslearning.org.  
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Jessica Hoffmann Davis founded and was first director of the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education’s Arts in Education Program, holding the 
university’s first chair in the arts in education. Her book, Framing the Arts 
as Education: The Octopus has a Good Day (Teachers College Press, 2005) 
suggests ways to make non-arts education more like the arts. Her most 
recent book, Why Our Schools Need the Arts, was published by Teachers 
College Press, 2008. 


