
[Town] Public Schools—Kennedy Center Arts Audit Discussion Questions
Arts Education & Student Achievement 

· Identify various effects that the arts have on student achievement.

· Are there certain methods, techniques or programs that result in higher levels of student achievement (both arts achievement and development in other disciplines)

· Please describe your perception of THE SCHOOL DISTRICT’s effort to have specialized programs for students which recognize student achievement in the arts including advanced placement programs, magnet schools, participation in local, state, and national competitions?

· Are we best utilizing arts methods, techniques, programs in THE SCHOOL DISTRICT and if not, how can we improve? What suggestions do you have for the school district?

Arts Education & 21st Century Workforce Skills
· Identify skills that are necessary to have in order to work in today’s work force. Please identify both high school graduate and college graduate level positions. Please include skills for both arts related and non-arts related jobs.

· Which of these 21st century workforce skills can be gained through arts education experiences?

· What can THE SCHOOL DISTRICT do to ensure that students have educational experiences where these skills can be learned?
Arts Education & Drop Out Prevention

· What aspects of arts education may help a student decide to stay in school?

· Identify current programs that utilize the arts to help ‘at risk’ student populations. (Both THE SCHOOL DISTRICT and community based or other districts’ models)

· How can these programs be incorporated, supported or created by THE SCHOOL DISTRICT?

Developing [CITY /TOWN] as an Arts Community and the Creative Economy

· What current factors (resources) help [CITY /TOWN] Identify itself as an arts community?

· Discuss the effect that the creative economy can have on [CITY /TOWN].

· Identify the ‘next steps’ that [CITY /TOWN] must take toward solidifying and perpetuating this reputation.

· How can arts education (within THE SCHOOL DISTRICT and the community at large) help to further this aim and what must the school system do?

Community Partnerships to Support Arts Education in THE SCHOOL DISTRICT
· In what ways are we currently working as a school district with community arts & cultural organizations to either enhance the school's arts curriculum and or to provide students with enrichment opportunities? 

· Have partnerships between the schools and local cultural organizations been established which provide ongoing, sustained artist residency programs in the schools and enable students to have direct access to artists?

· What has our experience been in reaching out?

· What are some of the challenges we face?

· What can the school district do to strengthen these efforts?
· Are there partnerships that have yet to be attempted that will benefit both the community organization and the SCHOOL DISTRICT ‘s students? If so, how should both parties proceed?

The Breadth and Depth of Arts Education in THE SCHOOL DISTRICT including the implementation of an Arts Graduation Requirement

· Please review the current status of art education in THE SCHOOL DISTRICT.

· Based on state frameworks and national recommendations, and THE SCHOOL DISTRICT strengths and weaknesses, what additions/deletions would you suggest?

· Are there aspects of each of the four art forms that can be expanded? In which grades? During or after school?
· Do you feel that we consider the arts part of the core, academic curriculum in our schools which is how they are categorized in the MA Frameworks and NCLB?

· Discuss the idea of arts integration and what shape (if any) that should take in THE SCHOOL DISTRICT.

· What do you think the addition of AP classes or an arts graduation requirement would do for the overall fine arts program? For the students? For the school system?
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